Bender wins
Lifetime
Achievement
Award

By Jace Martin

Bruce Bender was a
student at Marion Tigh
School in 1969 when Dick
Lootens, the legendary
football coach, suggested
he try judo. “He had taken
some juelo lessons down at
the old YMCA, and he said
"Why don’t you try it?’
because 1 was looking for
something to do,” said
Bender. “So 1 said, ‘I'm
starting.” and I did, and [
never looked back, And
that’s where I've been.”

Through judo, Bender
has won teo national
championships, achieved a
top-five world ranking,
started his own judo ¢lub in
Marion and. thost recently,
received a Lifetime
Achievement Award trom
Serve Indiana, The award
is given to an “individual
who has exhibited a

lifetime commitment to
service in their
communities, primarily in
Indiana.”

Bender’s daughter,
Stephanie Yocum, thought
he fit that description as a
judo instructor and retired
police officer, EMA
director and Army veteran.
Sa, she nominated him for
the award. “My dad’s face
just was flashing in my
head as I read through the
criteria.” Yocum said. “He
has been holding these
essentially free judo
classes, which really has
more furned into a
community of kids and
adults engaged in the sport
together for 25 years,
asking nothing in return
and making an impact. So 1
just felt like it was time to
show him some love and
some recognition for that
level of commitment to

Bruce Bender watches his ¢lass do drills at the YMCA_ Photos by Jace Martin

kids and the community.”
Yocum knew that her dad
wouldn't want recognition,
so she tried to keep her
intentions quiet. *T was &
little bit (nervous).,” Yocum
said. “I1 had asked hitn a
couple questions, so he
knew something was up,
My dad and 1 are very
close, so 1 know him well
enough to know that he
would be super humbled by
this. I knew that it would
still feel really good for

him.”

And she was right: “T
was humbled, very
humbled, very honored,”
Bender said. “That my
daughter had thought that
much of me to do that,
that’s probably the best
feeling T had.”

A big portion of the
nomimation PrOCESS Was
accumulating testimonials,
and Yocum said that was
her favarite part. “1 spent a
lot of time reaching out 1o

some of his former students
and parents to ask them to
talk about the impact that
my dad’s made in their life.
and ’m going to tell you
that was the best part for
me outside of Dad getting
the award, Getting to hear
the way he’s changed
peoples’ lives through this
sport and through bis
commitment just had me n
tears.”

Bender began coaching

Continued on Page 2



Bruce Bender stands in front of his club's awards and certificates. Pheto by Jace Martin

judo ~— which can be the Community School of
described as a mixture of the Arts, the PAL Chib and
miartial arts and wrestling now the YMCA. The

— 1n the late *70sat TWU.  classes are for anyone six

Hamukahiamsfmmﬂm years and older.

Ius grm‘m-:-n Gahnel grow up has been Bender's
favorite part of coaching
the sport. “1 like dealing

h with the children,” he said.
said, “The Etﬂ;l.'_';!' is that | “1 like turmning children and
asked him to start the club  young adults out to be

for me and then next thing  good respectable citizens.

you know, I'm doing a When we get them, we

lifetime full of judo, T kept  keep them fnr savm Eight,

a.skmgq, a

mﬁyﬁﬁum ﬁﬁs Lo co ge,auda

do it and he's been doing it 1ot of them come back to

for free ever since.” play. And so that’s what I

Brown, who i is 30 now, like most about it.”

is one of fhe top-ranked Yocum said her dad’s

plafym m the Midwest. He  humility and the support of
his wifee, Nancy, have

giﬂa@a malu‘r vole in made the jude program so
&uﬁnhﬁfﬂﬂjuﬂm suecessful. “Dad has never
verything: mertorship, asked for anything other
ﬂw'!'wﬁa]k.thewaﬂ than his kids and parents:
le’l?&ﬂl-mgﬁ [ mean, he  respect each other and

is who Lam, He s jusca have a good time,” Yocum

shmdﬂgm P've never said. “It just really warms

W:‘ﬂmﬂtﬂd}'qmtcﬂ my heart to be ablz to

selfless as him. Ifit wasn't  acknowledge his service

for Britce starting the judo. and honestly, the service of
club, I'm not real sure Nancy, She's beenright
where I would have been beside him this whole time
of how T would have and suppoerted the jude
turned tut.” . Program in S0 many

The club has had several  ways,”

botnes throngh the years Nowadays, Bender

m:t:iudmg the Colisenm, mainly coaches the older

g.—-—-—r

players and lets ong of his.
partners, Robin Duffy,

‘eoach the younger kids. As

for the future, Bender has
no plans to quit the sport

ke loves. “You'll find me

dead out there,” said
Bender, motioning to the
mats. “One of these dﬂjﬁs.
I’m sure [ will be. ['ve gt
no plans of going
anywhere, As longas 1
have kids who really want
to compete and do this,
then 111 stay.”™
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Awarded to
Bruce Bender

In Recognition of Service ond
Volunteerism to Indiano.
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